
European Recovered Fuel Organisation 
 
 
  

JOIN ERFO – BENEFIT FROM THE BEST NETWORK FOR  
SOLID RECOVERED FUEL   

 
 
 
Why SRF is needed? 
Waste management in Europe is heading for a 
new era. New political, social and economic 
approaches are needed for the safe treatment 
of waste. Whereas landfilling has historically 
been a common solution, material and energy 
recovery are now demanded by new 
legislation and reflect growing environmental 
concern. Where material recovery is no longer 
feasible, energy-efficient use should be made 
of the calorific value within the waste.  
 
According to the local conditions, energy can 
be recovered from the combustible fractions 
through incineration or co-incineration in high 
efficiency processes.  
 
When these fractions meet certain 
requirements they can be referred to as an 
SRF – Solid Recovered Fuel. The preparation 
and use of SRF contributes to landfill 
diversion, to reductions of CO2 emissions and 
to a safe waste solution. 
 

 
 
 
What is SRF? 
SRF is a solid fuel prepared from non-
hazardous waste to be utilized for energy 
recovery in incineration or co-incineration 
plants, and meeting the classification and 

specification requirements laid down in the 
prCEN15359 European standard.  
 
SRF can be prepared from either mixed or 
‘single source’ waste streams. Mixed waste 
may include municipal, commercial and 
construction & demolition wastes and the SRF 
which is produced will usually be made up of 
paper, plastics and wood, whilst ‘single source’ 
streams may include wood, plastics or rubber.  
 
SRF can take various forms such as a ‘fluff’ or 
‘floc’ or may be presented for use in a 
pelletised form.  
 
Where does SRF stand? 
In several countries, the production and use of 
SRF is well developed. In 2007, at least 8 
Million tonnes of SRF were produced in 
Europe and its use is now widespread in 
cement kilns, power plants, blast furnaces and 
in CHP (Combined Heat and Power) facilities.  
 
In combination with recycling and incineration, 
SRF can be a key element in integrated waste 
management policies.  
 
The bright future of SRF 
Over the last years, the market for SRF has 
enjoyed sustained growth. Current and 
forthcoming EU legislation encourages the 
development of new waste management 
infrastructure; in this context, SRF production 
facilities, for example those associated with 
Mechanical Biological Treatment (MBT), 
Mechanical Heat Treatment (MHT) and 
indeed, Anaerobic Digestion (AD) plants, will 
continue to play an important role.  
 
SRF production has grown significantly over 
the last years in several EU countries. As an 
illustration, in Germany it went up from about 2 
million tonnes in 2005 to more than 5 million 
tonnes in 2008. In the UK,  annual production 
grew from practically nothing in 2005 to circa 
300,000 tonnes in 2008/9 and could 



reasonably be expected to grow from that level 
to 1.5 - 2 Million tonnes by 2015. 
 
Our challenges 
Potential users and public authorities need to 
be made aware of the benefits that can be 
drawn from SRF. A lack of information may 
lead to situations where unnecessary 
restraints are put on its use. Permitting 
procedures are sometimes delayed because 
stakeholders can not agree on the combustion 
conditions. 
 

 
 
 
ERFO’s mission 
The aim of ERFO is to represent producers 
and potential producers of SRF at a European 
level. ERFO has been, and will continue to be, 
involved in the development of European 
legislation and standardisation affecting SRF 
so that markets for its use can be stimulated 
and optimized. ERFO actively looks into 
possibilities to scale up the applications of 
SRF.  
 
ERFO’s activities 
ERFO provides a platform for the active 
exchange of information between members. 
This is achieved both through regular General 
Meetings and smaller Working Groups which 
may be formed in response to specific tasks or 
areas of interest. Information is also actively 
exchanged between members and the 
Secretariat and the organisation is available to 
assist its members wherever possible. 
 
ERFO organizes workshops and conferences 
across Europe which provide opportunities for 
stakeholders to meet and share knowledge 
and experience.  
 
ERFO has contributed both financially and 
through its members’ involvement, to several 
international R&D projects connected to the 
development of the SRF market. The 

association has also played an important role 
in the standardization of SRF in the 
CEN/TC343 technical committee.  
 
Joining ERFO 
If your company produces SRF, membership 
of ERFO will enable you to benefit from direct 
access to up-to-date information from across 
Europe. It also provides opportunities to help 
influence decision makers in all SRF related 
fields.  
 
Please contact our Secretariat for more 
information. 
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